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Issue No: 138 

June 
2015 

       Website:  www.strathgardenclub.com.au  
       Email: strathalbyngardenclub@gmail.com 
        Phone contact:  0416 173 573 

 

Subs Due Today 
$10 to the Treasurer’s table 

Please let us know if you have changed your contact 
details 

Neutrog Orders 
Order form and correct money in an 

envelope with your name on the front to 
the Treasurer’s table. 

Reviewing the monthly newsletter and the meeting 
attendance register shows that the past year for the 
Strathalbyn Garden Club has been busier and more popu-
lar than ever. 

All credit goes to our small but very efficient and dedicat-
ed Committee and the team of volunteers who support 
the Club by assisting with the operation of 
the Raffle table and ticket sales, preparing 
and managing morning tea, assisting with 
the Donations and Sellers tables, managing 
the Entry Table and the annual Bloom 
competition and managing the website. 

The dedication and skill of the committee 
members is evidenced by the smooth run-
ning of the meetings, the interesting range 
of guest speakers, the quality of excur-
sions, the informative newsletter and the 
increasing membership of the club. 

The club members have shown their interest by attending 
meetings regularly, supporting the raffle table and sellers 
and donations table, participating in excursions and enter-
ing the bloom competition.  Support for the plant collec-
tion for the Eden Valley Bushfire Recovery was over-
whelming.  Interest in the annual Cavalcade of Gardens 
continues to be strong and the willingness of members to 
open their gardens to visiting groups is heart warming. 

During the past year we have enjoyed presentations by 
Greg Ruckert, Norma Keily , Rob Fairweather, John Zwar, 
Steve and Barbara Ward from Yarrabee Water Garden, 
Rodney Hutchinson the ant expert, Troy McKenzie from 
the Leaf Boutique and Vince Davey from Neutrog.  Ruth 
Franck has worked diligently to provide a varied and inter-
esting range of guest speakers and despite retiring from 
the committee has committed to being the liaison for the 
speakers she has arranged for the remainder of the year. 

The member’s profile in the newsletter is always read with 

interest and we appreciate the efforts made by Janet 
Jones in cajoling members into sharing their stories.  Janet 
also provides a wonderful display of photos from our ex-
cursions. Not all our members are able to attend all 
meetings so the newsletter is a good means of sharing  
information. The web page is a great asset to the Club in 

providing information to the inquiring pub-
lic and we are exploring the option of hav-
ing a corporate Facebook page.  More and 
more of our members are becoming tech 
savvy so it makes sense to use email and 
Facebook to share information. 

Trips to Anlaby Station and Murray Bridge 
Garden Club, high tea at Sgorra Bhreac, a 
tour of Urrbrae House and gardens and the 
annual Cavalcade of Gardens have exposed 
members to other gardens and the annual 
Spring Bloom Competition has given mem-

bers the opportunity to share their gardening delights. 

On behalf o f the Club membership I extend sincere appre-
ciation to everyone who helps make this Club the success 
it is.  However in order to maintain the level of success 
that the Strathalbyn Garden Club enjoys new folk with 
fresh ideas, different skills and new energy are required on 
the committee.  Reading back over my President’s Reports 
for the past five years there is a recurrent theme - the 
need for additional members for the committee.  While 
continuity is important so is succession planning and as 
responsible managers we need to take steps to ensure the 
longevity of the Strathalbyn Garden Club by having these 
matters in hand. 

Being President of the Club for the past five years has giv-
en me great pleasure and I am grateful for your support 
and confidence. 

Norma Keily 

 

President’s Annual Report 

 

http://www.strathgardenclub.org.au/
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Strathalbyn Garden Club Program 
Meeting Date Speaker/Activity Topic for Discussion 

June 26th        AGM Consider nominating for the committee 

June 26th Graham Morris Cymbidium Orchids 

July 24th Michael Coulson CFS Fire ready 

August 21st        Neutrog Delivery Pick up from Walsh Avenue 

August 28th Mark Thomas Gondwana Landscaping & consultancy 

September 25th Jeffrey Reid Mangroves - Where the land meets the sea 

October 10th        Cavalcade of Gardens Visit local gardens 

October 23rd Kim Syrus Roses and more 

October 23rd        Bloom Competition 3 categories to enter 

November 27th        End of year Lunch TBA 

For the Travellers 

Renmark Rose  Festival  October 16th - 25th 2015 - in and 

around Renmark. 

Canberra’s Floriade September 12th - October 11th on 

the shores of Lake Burley Griffin. 

 

SAROC Orchid Fair 
SA Regional Orchid Council 

Saturday June 6th 9am - 5pm 

Sunday June 7th 10:00am - 

4:00pm 

Torrens Parade Ground 

Free parking on the Parade 

Ground 

$3 donation includes  

complimentary cup of tea/

coffee. 

Demonstrations: Competi-

Open Gardens 
SA 

Being 
Launched 

Soon! 
 

The official launch of the new 
Open Gardens SA (OGSA Inc) will take place on 
Sunday 23rd August with an invitation only event 
at St Austell, Kensington. 
The calendar of Open Gardens for the first three 
months is now available on the website:  
opengardensa.org.au   
Most Open Garden entries on the website have 
printable notes attached and there is compre-
hensive information about the specific details of 
each garden with photos to whet the appetite. 
 

Entry fee is $8 per person with children under 18 
free.  A reduced fee of $6 applies to Pensioner 
Concession Card and Health Care card holders.  
No other concessions apply. 
 

August Open Gardens 
 

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th 10 am- 4.30pm 

Bellevue Heights succulent garden 
81 Highland Drive Bellevue Heights 
 

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th 10 am- 5.30pm 

The Looking Glass Garden Marino 
2 Caralue Road - Marino 

 

Friends of Strathalbyn Garden Club 

Following a suggestion made by Vince Davey, the Neutrog Rep-

resentative, your committee has decided to institute a new cate-

gory of membership.  

Friends of the Strathalbyn Garden Club will be those people 

who are unable to attend meetings but are keen to be connect-

ed and to receive the newsletter via email. 

“Friends” will not have voting rights but may attend an occa-

sional meeting as a visitor. 

“Friends” may have access to events and activities where part-

ners and friends are invited. 

“Friends” who are new to the Club will pay a one off joining fee 

of $20 with no annual subs required. 

Members who wish to transfer to the new “Friends” category 

will not be required to pay any further annual subscriptions. 

It was voted at a meeting of The Strathalbyn Garden Club some 

six years ago to cap the membership at 150.  This  change will 

allow for more active prospective members to join while mem-

bers who are unable to attend can still remain connected. 

Comments or enquiries to Norma Keily please. 
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N.B. 
 

 

SIGNING IN 
Members are reminded that it is important to 
sign the Attendance Register on arrival and 
when picking up your name badge for the 
meeting so that our record keeping for insur-
ance purposes is accurate. 
Apologies can be recorded with an A in the ap-
propriate column. 
Known future apologies  can be recorded in 
the space provided. 

 
       
 
 

Lucky Door Prize 
Just a reminder that the lucky winner of the door 

prize has first pick from the raffle table and this 

can be taken  before the raffle draw so there is 

ample time to make a choice. 

AGM Positions Vacant 
Guest Speaker co-ordinator 
Assistant Treasurer 
Committee member (2 positions) 
 No remuneration 

 No set working hours 

 Training provided 

 Job satisfaction guaranteed 

 Congenial work environment 

Nomination forms on the Treasurer’s table 
before the AGM  or speak to the President 
Norma Keily. 

SHEEP MANURE for Sale 
$5 / bag  (delivered to Strath) 
$4 / bag (collected from farm) 

$20 / collected in trailer, i.e. 6'.4' 
Tania & John Richardson 

Woodchester 
85375011 

We're happy to make your garden  
happy!  Spread the word. 

Greg the Worm Man  0438 808 066 

Kilo packs of composting worms 

Vermicast for soil improvement 

Worm Farms to order 

Worm Wee 3 litre & 20 litre containers 

Catch me at the Strathalbyn Garden Club meetings! 

Composted Pig Manure 
$7.00 per 27 litre bag 

Free delivery in Strathalbyn 
Phone 8536 2628 
Ros 0428 362 628 
Brian 0438 362 628 
Practically odourless! 

Garden Visits 

Our Club regularly receives requests from other Clubs and 
groups for gardens to visit in  and around Strathalbyn. 

It is always a rewarding experience for the garden owners as visi-
tors are genuinely enthusiastic and complimentary.  They do not 
expect perfection just a warm welcome and a home garden ex-
perience. 

I am currently needing additional gardens to visit on 21st August,  
14th September and 22nd September. In spring Strathalbyn gar-
dens are spectacular so please consider sharing yours.  

Visitors often look for plants and produce to purchase as well. 

Thanks to the garden owners who have already volunteered: 

21st August - Heather McMurtrie 

14th September - Ren Tremayne & Louie Williams 

22nd September - Dawn Hill 

Bordertown Garden Club is also planning a two day trip  to 
Strathalbyn sometime in spring. More details to come. 

Talk to Norma Keily 8536 6276. 

27 Callington Rd Strathalbyn   8536 8767 

OPPOSITE POLO FIELDS 

FRUIT TREE PRUNING DEMONSTRATION 

Sunday 28th June 1.30pm 

Demonstrator: Chris Elliot 

Chris has had over 30 years experience in the in-
dustry and has a special interest in productive 
plants. Bring your questions and curiosity and 

learn how the experts do it. 

TREES AVAILABLE FOR SALE ON THE DAY 
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Neutrog - the word that stumps the spell checker means 

‘Nutrients’ + ‘organics’. 

Exports continue to grow  and although the demand is 

there the bulkiness of the product makes it a costly expe-

rience.  Current production is 20000 tonnes per year with 

65% commercial, 28% retail and 7% export take up.  Com-

mercial use is broken down into 45% horticulture 

(vegetable production) 35% viticulture, 15% broadacre 

and 4% parks and gardens. 

Prospective users are looking for a reliable product and 

confidence  in Neutrog comes from the growing number 

of endorsements from trusted horticultural organisations. 

A new product in the pipeline is ‘Bush Tucker’ which is 

undergoing rigorous research 

and development prior to re-

lease. It will suit all natives in-

cluding those sensitive to 

phosphorus. 

Neutrog is basically about 

turning sh*t into $$$! 

Waste material is composted for 8 - 10 weeks before be-

ing turned into 4mm pellets at the rate of 5 - 6 tonnes per 

hour.  The waste from the harvest of opium poppies is 

being considered as a potential material for turning into 

Neutrog. 

Plants like a consistent diet not plenty followed by famine. 

Liquid Neutrog products may be used frequently and safe-

ly on all plants as they are less potent than the pelletised 

products although they do contain lots of trace elements.  

Pelletised products are stronger so should be used less 

often but regularly.  More is not always better so use ferti-

liser at the recommended rate only. 

GoGo Juice can be used to water in pellet fertiliser.  It can 

be added to compost and mulch to speed up the decom-

position.  Little and often is the best use. 

In winter fertilise with organic products not chemical ferti-

lisers.  Seamungus promotes good root growth. 

Crumbled fertiliser  requires less water to activate it. 

Sudden Impact for Lawns is, as the name 

suggests, quick acting. 

Another new product which will be available 

soon is Sudden Impact for Roses Potting Mix. 

Stay in touch by joining the Pooh Bah Club 
The Pooh Bah Club has been established for 
people who would like to be kept updated 
on the various company, product & applica-

tion developments at Neutrog. 
Pooh Bah members receive regular updates including: 

e-feedback newsletters 
new product releases 
new catalogues and brochures 

  
Membership is FREE, communication is via email, and you 

are able to unsubscribe at any time.   

Vince Davey 

 

Cavalcade 

of 

Gardens 

The Cavalcade of Gardens  

Saturday 10th October 

1pm - 4pm 
Two of our members have already volunteered their gardens and I am hoping for 
three or four more to come forward before I have to start asking.   

This is not a competition and perfection is not required.  It is  merely the pleasure 
in having other folk enjoying your patch of earth and showering you with compli-
ments on what you have achieved. 

The day is free to members and their families and friends.  Mark the date in your 
diaries. 

If you would like to volunteer your garden or just need more details speak to Nor-
ma Keily (phone 8536 6276 email strathalbyngardenclub@gmail.com) 

 



6 


