Were you one of the more
than eighty Strathalbyn
Garden Club members and
their friends who took advan-
tage of the lovely spring day
on October 12th to visit the
eight gardens open for your
enjoyment?

It proved to be quite a mara-
thon of a day as each gar-
den had so much to look at,
explore and exclaim over so
that the refreshments offered
proved welcome.

Each of the gardens had its
own unique character and
even though many had similar
plants each was presented in
their own distinct way.

The stately eucalypts in
Karen Michelmore’s garden
provided an elegant frame-
work for her Mediterranean

style garden with gravel paths,

well placed rocks, interest-
ing garden art and lavender
hedges.

The delight of walking
through the deep arched
hedge into the Fairweathers’
front garden where succu-
lents and salvias grow along
side echiums in a blue and
white themed garden is only
paralleled by the delight of
following the path through to
the vegetable garden, covered
orchard and picking garden
out the back of the property.
Rob is a master of garden
structures to protect and sup-
port the plants.

Hamilton House, home of
Joy and Chris Bourne, has an
enchanting cottage garden
with rambling paths, cosy
seating nooks, colourful flow-
ers and points of interest at
every turn.

A garden which needs to be
explored over hours rather
than minutes.

The same could be said
of Maggie Minchin’s garden
with its primarily native front
garden containing many
interesting species which is in
contrast to the extensive, lush,
colourful back garden where
interesting artefacts share
garden beds with iris, roses,
geraniums and many other
perennials.
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If you were looking for recy-
cling hints, garden tips or
‘good ideas’ then a visit to
Bridgette Knight's garden was
essential. Beautifully lettered
signs abounded providing details §
of many of the ideas.

Not an inch of potential grow-
ing space is wasted in Bridgette’s %
productive and attractive garden. {ge

To stand in the garden at
Tania Richardson’ and look
out over the paddocks is to be
transported hack in time as the
old cottage, timber rail fences
and old style cottage plants in
the garden surrounding the old
stone homestead are redolent of
another era in Australian gar-
dening history.

Developing a garden with
limited water and exposed to
the elements as well as the 3 ; ; ; =
occasional invading livestock ! v, 5 Ay Bugger the Garden

is a challenge not for the faint Gone BOWIiﬂg

hearted but one which Tania has &%
excelled at. The natural timber
stand covered in geraniums was
eye catching.

Louie and Jack Williams gar-
den is a haven of lush colour and §
I wonder whether any time is
spent sitting in the inviting, cosy,
arbour because all the garden
beds with their interesting vari-
ety of plants appeared so well
tended there can not have been
much time spent resting.

The Wollemi pine in the shade °*
house appeared Lo be very much "
at home and happy.

The vibrant roses in Sue
Allen’s cottage garden were
eye catching and hegged to be
sniffed for their perfume.

The winding path through the
front garden led to a colourful
back garden where vegetables
and chooks rubbed shoulders
with fruit trees and rose bushes
to provide delight for all the
senses.

As a prelude to the main event |
Maria Maxwell invited members
and friends into her garden the
Saturday before on an equally
lovely spring day.

Maria’s garden with its
lush green lawns, mounds of
erigeron, masses of roses, beau-
tiful flowering trees and delights |
at every turn could easily have
been lifted straight from the
pages of a ‘Home Beautiful’
magazine.



